Friday 24th April 2026

NEWSLETTER

INSPIRE ~ SUPPORT ~ ACHIEVE

Diary Dates
Assembly with The Way Church Monday, 27 April
Colour Run 5pm-6.30pm Thursday, 30" April
Marathon — 10 team relay Sunday, 3™ May
School Closed for Bank Holiday Monday, 4 May
Assessment Week Tuesday, 5" May
Netball League Blitz Thursday, 7 May
Primary 7 pupils post primary schools confirmed Saturday, 9" May
Assembly with Ballylinney Presbyterian Monday, 11" May
Primary 7 Bee Safe Day Monday, 11t May
Sports Day Wednesday, 13" May
Primary 2 visit to Balmoral Show Friday, 15" May
Ballyclare May Fair Parade (Ambassadors and Eco Committee) Saturday, 16" May
Assembly with Stephen Blair (Shining Lights) Monday, 18" May
May Fair Day 12.30pm finish Tuesday, 19" May
Primary 1 August 2026 Induction Afternoon Thursday, 215 May
Pupils finish for Mid Term Break, 2pm Friday, 22" May
It's a Knockout Community Event — Leisure Centre Football Pitch (Come | Friday, 22" May
and Support us)
May Fair 5K and 10K Road Race Saturday, 23 May
Pupils return to school Monday, 1% June

Marathon

As part of our plans for our new extension, we are hoping to add a MUGA (multi use games area) to our grounds. To
enable us to carry out this project, we need to fundraise for it.

This year, we have an amazing team of 10 relay teams and the incredible Miss Harrison and Mrs King taking on the full
marathon, all stepping up to raise funds for a brand-new MUGA for our school community.

Every mile run brings us closer to creating a safe, inclusive space where our children can play, grow, and thrive.

We had a fabulous evening last week with our good friend, Paul Strange, preparing us for our marathon. He focused on
nutrition, hydration and preparing for long distance running. He put us through our paces and set us off on a training
run. A huge thank you to Paul for his time with us. We can’t wait to welcome you back soon to put our P7s through their
paces!

If you would like to sponsor our wonderful runners then follow the link... https://gofund.me/732e83557

All pennies towards our MUGA are really appreciated! Please show your support by cheering on our runners, sharing our
post on the Facebook page, and donating if you can. Together, we can make this vision a reality!
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Uniform
With the slightly better weather this week, and a little more heat in the air, we are hoping Summer is now properly on its
way and the sun will shine right the way through to June!

As most of you know, we adapt our uniform slightly to cope with the warmer weather. Girls may wear a summer dress
(blue and white gingham) with white socks and black school shoes. Boys may wear a short sleeved shirt, grey school
shorts with grey socks and black shoes. Please ensure the established Fairview PE kit is worn on PE days — a red Fairview
PE T shirt, navy Fairview hoodie, navy tracksuit bottoms (or leggings for girls), navy shorts. In the summer term, there may
be additional days when your child will be asked to wear their PE kit due to Sports Day preparations.

We ask that you support us as a school in maintaining the high standard of uniform Fairview has been renowned for. As
has always been the case, earrings should not be worn and pupils will be asked to remove these or cover them up,
especially on PE days. Trainers, no matter the colour, are not part of our uniform on non PE days.

Colour Run Returns!
IT'S BACK!
We are so excited to announce the return of our Fairview Primary School PTA Colour Run!

Join us next week for an evening packed with fun and LOTS of colour as we run, jog or walk our way around the course
together.

Thursday 30th April
5pm — 6.30pm

Tickets on sale now via School Money! Get ready to wear white, bring your biggest smiles and prepare to get colourful!

SAVE THE DATE

FAIRVIEW PRIMARY
SCHOOL PTA

INVITES YOU TO OUR

Colour. Run .

THURSDAY 30TH APRIL
SPM - 6.30PM

Tickets coming soon!

FAIRVIEW PRIMARY SCHOOL,
HILLMOUNT AVENUE, BALLYCLARE
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Sports Day
I am delighted to tell you that Mrs McQueen and her team have most plans in place for this year’s big event. Our Sports
Day will be held on Wednesday, 13" May at Hollinger Park on the Rashee Road.

The junior event, P1-P3, will be held first at 9:30am — 11:45am. P1-P3 will be dismissed from the field to parents and
carers at 11:45am. Please note this earlier finishing time for our junior pupils.

The senior event, P4-P7, will run from 12:20pm — 3:30pm.

A more detailed letter will follow next week. We anticipate an enjoyable day for all and hope the weather plays its part. In
the event of poor weather, Thursday, 14™ May has been allocated as a back-up.

After School Activities

Our teacher led after school activities are now complete for this school year. Thank you for encouraging your child to take
part and thank you to all the staff members who have offered such a wide range of clubs. I sincerely hope your child has
enjoyed and gained from the range of clubs we have on offer.

We continue to offer a range of externally led after school clubs. Details for these clubs are available on the school website
- After School Provision 2026 — Fairview Primary School. Our After School Provision continues to run from 3pm — 5pm each
afternoon. Bookings should be made through the School Money app.

AR Update
Our latest competition AR competition gave pupils the chance to guess the lockbox code and win an Airtastic voucher. Well

done to Jace in P4M for guessing the correct code! Enjoy using your voucher!

Congratulations to Matthias McQueen P6E, Sophia Mills P5P, Olivia Black P7N, Daniel Morrow P6E and Danny McNaughton
P6C, who are now word millionaires.

A special mention also to Amelia Brennan P5McC, Elijah Adamson P4M, Jacob McLorie P6C and Eva Meikle P7N for each
reading 2 million words on AR. Keep up all of the fantastic reading!

March Attendance

Our overall school attendance for this school year so far is 95.1%, down slightly on this time last year. Regular school
attendance is crucial in raising standards in education and ensuring that every child can have full access to the school
curriculum and reach their potential. Thank you for your support in getting your child into school.

It is of course right and proper that you keep your child at home when they are unwell. If we can stop the spread, fewer
children will have to take time off. If your child has been vomiting or has had diarrhoea, please ensure it is 48hours before
returning to school.

The overall March attendance was slightly above our overall average at 95.3%. Well done to P5H/S who won the
attendance trophy for March with an excellent 97.6%. The Senior School attendance award went to P6C with 97.0% and
the Junior School attendance award went to P1G/S with 97.4%.

Prior Notice — P1 Parents

You will all remember coming along for your child’s induction afternoon last May. It is now time for us to plan for the new
P1s who will be starting with us at the end of August, with places already confirmed with prospective pupils and parents.
In order to facilitate the induction afternoon, your child/children will leave school on Thursday, 215t May at 12.30pm.
Lunches will be served as usual and pupils will leave by their usual gate.

School Safeguarding
If you have any safeguarding concerns, then the following is the school team:

Designated Teacher - Mrs Norris
Deputy Designated Teacher -  Miss Earls
Safeguarding Governor - Mrs Victoria Woodside

The school’s Safeguarding Policy is available to all parents on the school’s website or from the school office, on
request.
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Rugby Blitz - Roughfort, Belfast Royal Academy
It was a lovely day as we headed to Belfast Royal Academy’s Roughfort on Tuesday for our first full-contact rugby
tournament of the year.

We travelled with two squads of 12, with some of our players experiencing competitive rugby for the very first time. A huge
well done to all of them for stepping up!

Our senior squad got off to a flyer, running out 7-0 winners against Templepatrick Bs. A special mention has to go to our
captain Teddy, who helped himself to a brilliant hat-trick. We carried that momentum into game two against Ben Madigan,
putting in another strong performance to win 8—2. Special mention to Jack, Hayley and Benjamen certainly have to be
praised for their defence and attitude towards taking contact.

Our development squad demonstrated some serious determination and grit in game 3 against our senior squad. Scoring
twice and showing exactly what they are capable of with some excellent defensive efforts. Lots of great learning moments
and a performance to be very proud of!

The seniors rounded off the day with a brilliant battle against Templepatrick As in what was effectively a title decider. We
narrowly lost out by 3 tries to 1, but can hold our heads high — it was a fantastic advert for our school’s rugby finishing
with 3 wins and 1 loss.

Our development squad have a huge amount to be proud of overall. They got better every game, with tackling, rucking,
running at pace and defensive line vastly improved by game 4. With most of the squad in Primary 6, we are sure to have a
strong squad again next year.

Across both squads today, the talent and skill on show was a real testament to the hard work everyone has put in
throughout the year in training. We have a lot to look forward to!

On a less positive note, we would like to wish Teddy a very speedy recovery after picking up a serious knee injury late in
the final game. We hope to see you back out there very soon!

We have another Blitz for our Primary 7 pupils on Friday. That will be nearly 30 boys and girls representing Fairview in
rugby over the week! Well done all' Thanks to Ballyclare Rugby Club CCRO Chris Phillips for assisting with our coaching this
season. A huge thank you also to Andrew Blair from W J Blair Accident Repairs who sponsored the new kit. Don't they look
well! Your support is greatly appreciated.

We hope to be invited to the home of Ulster Rugby at Ravenhill for a final outing of the year. This invite only comes on a
rotation basis and if we get chosen, we will bring a squad of Primary 6 and 7 pupils to enjoy the experience.
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Netball

Our Netball team made a brilliant start to their netball league matches against St Anthony’s Primary School,
Greenisland Primary School, Whiteabbey Primary School and Linn Primary School. It was wonderful to see such
high-quality netball, with great teamwork, skill and sportsmanship on display throughout the afternoon.

Fairview opened their fixtures with a closely contested match against Greenisland Primary School and showed
great determination to secure a 6—4 win. This was followed by a confident performance against Whiteabbey
Primary School, where strong defending and accurate shooting resulted in a 12-3 victory. In their final match
against Linn Primary School, the girls played with excellent control and teamwork, finishing with an impressive 18—
2 win.

Our Fairview team showed fantastic adaptability, with several girls rotating through positions to support their
team. Heidi demonstrated great flexibility, playing confidently at both GD and WA. In the centre third, Hannah and
Rosanna worked superbly together, rotating between C and WD, and ensuring the ball moved smoothly up the
court. Their efforts helped deliver the ball into the goal third, where Emily worked her magic, showing consistency
and confidence in shooting.

Player of the Matches: Emily, for her excellent contribution in the goal third and her outstanding performance
across all games.

There was lots of fantastic netball on display from all the schools involved, and it was lovely to see girls across
every team developing their skills, confidence and enjoyment of the game. Well done to everyone who took part. A
big thank you to (;grrit‘;; Academy for the use of their hall.
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Education Minister visit

We were delighted to welcome Education Minister Paul Givan to Fairview today. It was a pleasure to share a
glimpse of daily life in our school, highlighting the strength of our community engagement and the support we
provide both academically and pastorally.

He was particularly interested in our MUGA plans and was exceptionally impressed by the dedication and success
of our fundraising efforts.

Our pupils also thoroughly enjoyed a game hockey with the Minister!
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EXTERNAL NEWS

May Holiday (SaSEiEietelss

FUN SESSIONS IN A

MU'ti.’POrt FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT

Tuesday 26" May

&
Wednesday 27" May

@ The Soccer Shed
Ballyclare

OPEN TO BOYS AND GIRLS
FROM P TO P7

Book online now
www.playsportni.co.uk
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For P7 children:

Lee Mitchell, Youth Pastor at River of Life Church in Ballyclare has let us know that there is a weekly Saturday
night youth hang space for young people from P7-YR12 (called River YTH+) that will be lots of fun and build lots
of connections. This space will be curated for any young person and not a certain type of young person.
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