Wednesday 1st April 2026

NEWSLETTER

INSPIRE ~ SUPPORT ~ ACHIEVE

Diary Dates
Pupils return for Term 3 Monday, 13t April
Assembly with Ballyclare Free Presbyterian Church Monday, 13" April
Primary 7 swimming commences Tuesday, 14" April
Primary 6 SEAG Information Evening (7pm) and Tuesday, 14 April

YMCA Trip Meeting (8pm)

Primary 3 visit to Ulster Museum Wednesday, 15% April
Primary 1 Health Checks with School Nurse Thursday, 16% April
Class (P1 and P7) and Team Photos Monday, 20 April
Netball League Matches Tuesday, 215 April
YMCA Residential Trip Wednesday, 22" April-Friday 24 April
Assembly with The Way Church Monday, 27 April
Colour Run 5pm-6.30pm Thursday, 30t April
Marathon — 10 team relay Sunday, 3™ May
School Closed for Bank Holiday Monday, 4 May
Assessment Week Tuesday, 5% May
Netball League Matches Tuesday, 5" May
Sports Day Wednesday, 13" May

Easter Message
It seems like such a long time ago I was wishing everyone a Happy Christmas but here we are approaching the Easter

break. This has been a long half term, indeed a busy half term but once again a successful few months for all our pupils
and staff as we all embrace the many opportunities put in front of us, culminating in our incredible Primary 7 Evening of
Entertainment last week. I think come Wednesday, we will all be ready for the Easter break!

In all our classes, and in assembly, over the last couple of weeks, our pupils have been learning what the Easter story is all
about, how Jesus died on the cross but rose again three days later. It reminds us that no matter what happens, no matter
how hard things get sometimes, God is always with
us.

Luke 24:6 - He Is Risen!

He is not here; he has risen!
Easter is indeed a time for joy, family, and fun. I
hope you have all three in abundance over the next
week and a bit and I look forward to seeing all our
pupils back refreshed and ready for the Summer term
later in April.

End of Term Arrangements
The following are the times for pupil collection on

Wednesday, 1% April.

P1 & P2 - 11.45am

P3 & P4 - 11.50am

P5- 11.55am

P6 & P7 - 12.00noon

Please note, the canteen will not be open tomorrow
but we will still be able to offer the normal menu at
Breakfast Club (thanks Miss Horner!). There will be
no healthy break or school dinners offered. After
school provision will not be available on the last day
of term.
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Primary 7 Evening of Entertainment
We had two incredible evenings last week as our Primary 7 pupils, and many of our talented musicians, performed to a
packed hall and showcased the amazing talent we have in Fairview Primary School.

Our strings and woodwind ensembles performed a piece each and showed why they got such affirming comments at the
recent Ballyclare Festival, with the woodwind ensemble winning their category. Special thanks to Mrs Hill and Mrs Cobain
(and Mr Doherty with our brass pupils) who invest so much time with our instrumentalists.

Our award winning senior choir sang two pieces from their festival repertoire, accompanied by Mrs Penney with Mrs Norris
conducting. While we have supremely talented musicians in Fairview, we also have committed staff who work diligently to
ensure our pupils are pushed and supported to achieve their full potential. It was lovely to hear three of our musicians
perform across both nights.

But....

The highlight of the two evenings was undoubtedly our P7 performance of The Wizard of Oz. WOW!!! Our boys and girls
were sensational. They looked great, they sounded great and their acting was worthy of the West End. As a principal, I am
so proud of this group and I know all who came to see one or both of the shows will agree, they were incredible.

I have no doubt this show will be an abiding memory for many of our Primary 7 pupils when they leave us in a few weeks’
time. Summer term will be an opportunity to make even more memories. For now, let’s celebrate a performance well done!

Marathon
As part of our plans for our new extension, we are hoping to add a MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) to our grounds. To
enable us to carry out this project, we need to fundraise for it.

This year, we have an amazing team of 10 relay teams and 2 incredible individuals taking on the full marathon, all stepping
up to raise funds for a brand-new MUGA for our school community.

Every mile run brings us closer to creating a safe, inclusive space where our children can play, grow, and thrive.
Please show your support by cheering on our runners, sharing our post on the Facebook page, and donating if you can.
Together, we can make this vision a reality!

If you would like to donate to then click the link below...
https://gofund.me/732e83557
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Uniform

With the slightly better weather this week (well for part of the week anyway!), and a little more heat in the air, we are
hoping Summer is now on its way and the sun will shine right the way through to June! Our Summer Term uniform will
start from when the pupils return after Easter.

As most of you know, we adapt our uniform slightly to cope with the warmer weather. Girls may wear a summer dress
(blue and white gingham) with white socks and black school shoes. Boys may wear a short sleeved shirt, grey school
shorts with grey socks and black shoes. Please ensure the established Fairview PE kit is worn on PE days — a red Fairview
PE T shirt, navy Fairview hoodie, navy tracksuit bottoms (or leggings for girls), navy shorts. In the summer term, there may
be additional days when your child will be asked to wear their PE kit due to Sports Day preparations.

We ask that you support us as a school in maintaining the high standard of uniform Fairview has been renowned for. As
has always been the case, earrings should not be worn and pupils will be asked to remove these or cover them up,
especially on PE days.

The Next Great Address

Exciting moments at the launch of The Next Great Address! Our Primary 4 to Primary 7 pupils have been given a challenge
in this creative competition alongside Antrim Construction to propose names for the new private housing scheme on Jubilee
Road, Ballyclare. We can't wait to see the fantastic ideas that will help shape this new community!

By the end of this school year, one of our pupils will have come up with the name for the newest development in
Ballyclare!

Pupils were given an entry form with some basic stipulations last week. Get thinking over the Easter break!
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Netball

Over the course of this year the girls have had the
experience of playing in several Netball Blitzes,
most recently in Ballymena and Belfast. They won
all their matches except one! Through these
blitzes their confidence in play has improved
greatly and they are excited to begin their League
matches after Easter.

Players of the Blitzes were:

Jordanstown — Emily
Ballymena - Audrey
Belfast — Heidi and Hannah
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Colour Run Returns!
IT'S BACK!
We are so excited to announce the return of our Fairview Primary School PTA Colour Run!

Join us for an evening packed with fun and LOTS of colour as we run, jog or walk our way around the course together.

Thursday 30th April
5pm — 6.30pm

Tickets on sale now via School Money!

Get ready to wear white, bring your biggest smiles and prepare to get colourful!

SAVE THE DATE

FAIRVIEW PRIMARY
SCHOOL PTA

INVITES YOU TO OUR

THURSDAY 30TH APRIL
SPM - 6.30PM

Tickets coming soon!

FAIRVIEW PRIMARY SCHOOL,
HILLMOUNT AVENUE, BALLYCLARE

Fairview Primar
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Primary 5McC Badminton

Following some tuition in school from Ulster Badminton coach Mr Thompson, Primary 5McC were delighted to be chosen to
represent Fairview Primary School at the Antrim and Newtownabbey Local Schools’ Badminton Festival. The whole class
had a great time, but more importantly, our Primary 5 year group have enjoyed learning about badminton and how to play

the sport.

Last Friday we travelled to The Valley Leisure Centre by bus. We played badminton against three other schools. It
was great fun. We also played team games like 'Would you rather.' I really enjoyed the day and feel that my
badminton skills have really improved this year.

Alexander Lawrenson
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SUNI Visit

Over the past number of weeks Primary 6 have had the pleasure of welcoming SUNI into their classrooms. Helen from
SUNI taught the children several lessons within *The Amazing Jesus’ series. Within the series, our pupils listened to various
bible stories including Jesus Feeding the 5000 and Jesus Calming the Storm. Our pupils were tasked with doing a good
deed such as helping their parents or being a good friend; hopefully, some of you experienced these good deeds over the
past few weeks at home!

‘The SUNI was a fun experience, I loved hearing the fascinating stories about Jesus’- James P6E

'I really enjoyed the SUNI sessions, from the fun games to the interesting stories about Jesus, my favourite was how Jesus
walked on water.” — Cerys P6E

Sports Day
I am delighted to tell you that Mrs McQueen and her team have begun planning and preparation for this year’s big event.

Our Sports Day will be held on Wednesday, 13" May at Hollinger Park on the Rashee Road.

The junior event, P1-P3, will be held first at 9:30am — 11:45am. P1-P3 will be dismissed from the field to parents and
carers at 11:45am. Please note this earlier finishing time for our junior pupils.

The senior event, P4-P7, will run from 12:20pm — 3:30pm.

A more detailed letter will follow after Easter. We anticipate an enjoyable day for all and hope the weather plays its part.
In the event of poor weather, Thursday, 14" May has been allocated as a back-up.

After School Activities
Our teacher led after school activities will run for two more weeks after the Easter break, with two exceptions:

e Senior Choir is now finished for the year
e Rugby will run for 1 more week (15" April). There will be no rugby on 22" April

I sincerely hope your child has enjoyed and gained from the range of clubs we have on offer.

We continue to offer a range of externally led after school clubs. Details for these clubs are available on the school website
- After School Provision 2026 — Fairview Primary School.

Our After School Provision continues to run from 3pm — 5pm each afternoon. Bookings should be made through the School
Money app.
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Junior Choir Success
Our Junior Choir travelled to Carrickfergus last Thursday to compete in the Junior Class of the Carrick Musical Festival. They

performed two songs, ‘The Clown’ and ‘Under Water’, achieving an honours score of 87 across both pieces and a well-
deserved second place overall.

The adjudicator commended them for their ability to sing as one voice and the beautiful, sweet sound they make as a
choir. We are immensely proud of their efforts, not just at the Festival but across the whole year. Thank you to Miss
McClelland and Miss Earls for their work with the pupils.

School Safeguarding
If you have any safeguarding concerns, then the following is the school team:

Designated Teacher - Mrs Norris
Deputy Designated Teacher -  Miss Earls
Safeguarding Governor - Mrs Victoria Woodside

The school’s Safeguarding Policy is available to all parents on the school’s website or from the school office, on
request.
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Young Musicians Perform at Spring Gala

Pupils Fairview Primary School were among more than 500 young musicians from across the north Antrim and mid Ulster
area who took part in the EA Music Spring Gala 2026 (Thursday 26 March). The celebration of youth music was hosted in
partnership with Ulster University at its Coleraine Campus.

The event brought together pupils from EA Music hubs in Ballyclare, Ballymena, Ballymoney and Maghera, marking the first
time all ensembles had performed together since the introduction of EA Music’s new hub structure.

Jack Clarke, Jude Jenkins, Jack Beattie and Georgia Lindsay performed as part of the Junior String Orchestra. Finn
Alexander and Olivia Black performed as part of the wind band during the concert.

Earlier in the winter, each hub hosted its own local concert before all ensembles came together for the Spring Gala. After
spending the afternoon rehearsing together, the musicians delivered an uplifting evening performance showcasing the
breadth of musical talent across the region.

The programme included performances by Junior String Orchestras playing Stars, Dragon Slayer and Banuwa, while Wind
Bands performed More Cobwell, Bandroom Rock and Espresso. The concert concluded with performances from the
Northern Youth Orchestra featuring Hopak from Sorochinsky Fair, The Continental and Fallingwater.

We are incredibly proud of our pupils who took part in the EA Music Spring Gala. Performing alongside hundreds of other
young musicians from across the region was a wonderful opportunity for them to develop their musical skills and
experience the excitement of performing as part of a large ensemble.

The dedication and enthusiasm they have shown in preparing for this event is a credit to them, their families and to
everyone who supports music within our school community. I know Mrs Penney is also extremely proud of them all!

Janet Cooke, EA Music Locality Lead, said the gala was a remarkable occasion for pupils from across the area.

“The Spring Gala has been a fantastic opportunity for pupils from Ballyclare, Ballymena, Ballymoney and Maghera
to come together as one musical community. Spending the afternoon rehearsing before performing on stage in the
evening has created a wonderful sense of excitement and achievement for everyone involved.

"It is inspiring to see so many young people sharing their passion for music and performing together in such a
positive and supportive environment.”

The Spring Gala celebrates the achievements of young musicians across the north Antrim and mid Ulster area and
highlights the important role that music plays in enriching the educational experiences of pupils from all backgrounds and
schools.
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Qb eaiiy #EAjobs

Job Opportunity
We have two cleaning posts available in school. If this is something you would be interested in, see the details below:

Cleaner -11.25 (Job Reference: 26001768)
Cleaner -12.50 (Job Reference: 26001769)

Primary Location : Fairview Primary School

Contract Type : Permanent

Status : Part-Time

Hours per Week : 11.25 and 12.50 hours per week. (2 posts)

Working Pattern : 11.25 post - Monday - Friday 2.00pm - 4.15pm 12.50 post-Monday - Friday (2.00pm - 4.30pm)
Grade/Scale : | £13.6288 - £14.2897 per hour

Closing Date : 10 April 2026 at 11.59PM

To apply for the 11.25 hrs please click on the link below;
https://eani.taleo.net/careersection/jobdetail.ftI?job=26001768&lang=en

To apply for the 12.50hrs please click below;
https://eani.taleo.net/careersection/external/jobsearch.ftl?lang=en
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