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Diary Dates 

School finishes for half term break (2pm) Friday, 24th October 2:00pm 

School returns following half term break Monday, 3rd November 

Remembrance Day Parade and Wreath Laying Sunday, 9th November 

Remembrance Day Assembly with RBL Monday, 10th November 

Being a Good Friend Week Monday, 10th – Friday, 14th November 

Last day of P5 swimming Tuesday, 11th November 

Primary 6 Forest School Friday, 14th November 

P6 Charity ‘Hot Chocolate and Buns’ sale Friday, 21st November 

Infant Christmas Concert (P1-P2) Tuesday, 25th November 9:30am 

Wednesday, 26th November 7:00pm 

Junior Christmas Concert (P3-P4) Wednesday, 26th November 9:30am 

Thursday, 27th November 7:00pm 

Grandparents’ Concert (P1-P2) Friday, 28th November 9:30am 

Open Day for Prospective Parents Wednesday, 3rd December 

Christmas Fair  Friday, 5th December 5:30pm 

Senior Christmas Concert (P5-P6) Tuesday, 9th December 9:30am 
Wednesday, 10th December 7:00pm 

 

Open Day 
As ever, we will be hosting our Open Day on the first Wednesday in December. This year, that will be Wednesday, 3rd 

December. If you have friends, family or neighbours with a child ready to start Primary 1 in September 2026, please let 

them know this date and tell them to keep the morning free. A visit to walk around our school and grounds is the best way 
to find out what our school is all about. Tour places are now available to book online, or by contacting the school office.  

There will be a limited number of families on each tour, led by one of our staff members. We encourage you to bring your 
preschool child along, accompanied by a maximum of 2 adults. Please do take a look at our Facebook page and website for 

more details, including our amazing promotional video. We feel it showcases all that is great about Fairview! Do share the 
Open Day posts widely on your own social platforms so the message is seen by the whole Greater Ballyclare 

community…you could even add a comment to encourage some new families to join us in September 2026! It is that 

personal touch that makes all the difference. 
 

Parent Teacher Interviews 
This week we have had our Parent Teacher Interviews.  Thank you to those parents/carers who either attended 

in person or took a phone call to discuss their child’s progress in school so far this year.  The next scheduled set 

of interviews will be just prior to the half term in February but please remember that phone calls or meetings can 
be arranged between now and then, if you have something which you wish to discuss with the teacher. 

 
Christmas Concerts 

Our tickets for all our Christmas Performances are selling fast on SchoolMoney.  

• Evening performances for all year groups are nearly sold out  

• We still have good availability for all the morning shows except for the Grandparents Concert (P1&P2) 

which is now sold out 

 

After School Clubs 
In Fairview, we offer a wide range of clubs and it has been really encouraging to see so many of our pupils getting involved 

with these clubs during the first half term. After half term, teacher led clubs will return for 3 more weeks. The final week 
for teacher led clubs will be week beginning 17th November. External clubs will continue to run based on the dates you 

have paid for. 

 

 

Friday 24th October 2025 
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P7 Parents with a child sitting SEAG 
All P7 parents/carers with a child sitting the SEAG entrance assessment 

in November should now have received information from the school in 
which your child will be sitting the test – Ballyclare High School for 

most of our pupils. If you have not received this information, please 

contact the post primary school directly or let us know and we can 
advise you. 

 
Please note key dates: 

• Saturday 8th November - Familiarisation paper  

• Saturday 15th November – SEAG Paper 1 

• Saturday 22nd November – SEAG Paper 2 

 
Half Term Disco 

We had a few sleepy pupils in school today after a late night at the 
Half Term Disco on Thursday evening.  Can I say a huge thank you to 

our PTA team, led by Emma Armstrong, for organizing the evening. 

The hall looked great, but not as great as some of our pupils and their 
amazing outfits!  A lot of effort has gone into preparation and it was 

well worth it! As ever, the tuck shop queue was the place to be in all 
the discos!  

 

We continued with our Sensory Disco on the night and this proved to 
be a huge success, enabling some pupils who may not have been able 

to come to join in the fun.  All three main discos were well attended, 
making this another important fund raiser for our PTA.  We will confirm 

how much we raised after half term. Take a look at Fairview Facebook 

for some pictures from the evening. 
 

AR Success 
Our Accelerated Reader programme in P4-P7 is a hugely popular way to get children reading. Lots of pupils have been 

working on their personal word count targets and have reached the milestones for reading 250,000, 500,000 or 750,000 
words. Well done to Daniel in P5P for becoming our first word millionaire this year!  

 

PTA Pumpkin Patch – What a Great Morning!! 
What an amazing day at Fairview Primary’s Pumpkin Patch last 

Saturday! The pumpkins were perfect, the activities were so 
much fun, and everyone had the best time exploring, crafting, 

and enjoying all the autumnal vibes. 

 
A huge thank you to all the parents, staff and volunteers who 

made it such a wonderful event — the smiles said it all! 
 

A special thank you to the PTA for organising yet another 
fabulous event at Fairview.  

 

One of the highlights of the day was meeting ‘Patch’.  Our Eco 
Committee had a difficult task of trying to pick a winner for our 

scarecrow’s name… but after lots of deliberation, Isla in 
P3McC’s suggestion of ‘Patch’ was the winner! Well done! We 

love the name and think it is very fitting. 
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Pumpkin Carving House Competition 
This week we held our inaugural Pumpkin Carving House Competition and the creativity on display was truly spooktacular!  

 
Pupils across all year groups impressed the judges, Mr McAllister and Mrs Norris, with their imaginative designs and carving 

skills. The Year Group winners were:  

 
P4 – James Armstrong, Noah Holmes, Jaxon Wallace, and Hadley Lismore;  

P5 – Sarah Baird, Luke Elliott, and Isla Magill and Dalen Frizzell;  
P6 – Corey McCreery, Isla Simpson, and Jack Beattie;  

P7 – Hayley Montgomery, Lily Andrews, and Martha Houston.  
 

After much deliberation, we decided that there would be 3 overall winners, who were announced as Jack (P6E), Noah 

(P4M), and Luke (P5McC), each earning 10 House Points for their Houses. All Year Group winners also received 3 House 
Points each for their fantastic efforts. Well done to everyone who took part and helped make this year’s competition such a 

frightfully fun success! 
 

Pupil of the Month 

Mr McAllister is looking forward to visiting classrooms after half term to present some of our wonderful pupils with the Pupil  
of the Month certificate, sticker and pencil. The target for October was Building Independence. Keep an eye on our Facebook  

page for some photos.  
 

We adapted our Pupil of the Month targets this year to reflect our new Core Values in school.  
 

Our target for November will be: 

  
We show: Kindness 

 
Kindness as one of our Core Values is perfect for November, complementing our ‘Being a Good Friend’ week. The Core 

Value is based around treating others as we would like to be treated. All classes will be thinking about what it is to be a 

good friend and talking about ways we can show this as we interact with others in school, and indeed outside of school.   
 

Visit to BHS for The Wizard of Oz 
On Wednesday morning, Primary 7 were invited to attend the Ballyclare High School production of 'The Wizard of Oz'. We 

always look forward to seeing the productions and introducing our children to the musical and drama influences within the 

school. Each year our children are buzzing with excitement after watching the productions.  
  

This year we were all blown away by the outstanding acting and singing of such a well chosen cast. It was so lovely to be 
able to see our past pupils showcasing their wonderful talents. Not only as actors or musicians but also as stage 

management, lights, props and sounds. 
  

Our pupils were mesmerized by the performance and how beautiful the singing was by all the cast. Here are some of our 

pupils' thoughts: 
Martha Houston  

"The High School performance was artistic and full of emotion!" 
Jack Clarke 

"Having a real dog on the stage was funny and the actors really became the characters!" 

James Robinson 
"I really liked The Wizard of Oz. The set changing and props were atmospheric!" 

Cassie Magill 
" It was so good. I loved the dancers and the dog!" 

 
Remembrance Day Poppies 

The Royal British Legion has once again left in a box of their poppies along with a small box of stationery items.  

There is no price as such for the poppies or stationery but rather a suitable donation is appreciated.  These have 
been around school this week and will continue on Monday when we come return after the half term break.  Please 

do be generous as we support this most worthy cause.  As ever, three P7 pupils will be accompanied by Mr 
McAllister and Mrs Norris for the parade and wreath laying on Remembrance Sunday.   
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TTRS ‘Ireland Rocks’ Competition 

 
Last week some of our pupils from P5-P7 took part in the ‘Ireland 

Rocks’ competition - a times tables competition run by the 

internationally renowned, award-winning app and learning 
platform, Times Tables Rock Stars. The competition was fierce 

with over 14 million questions answered collectively by over 
17,500 pupils from around the whole of Ireland; North and South! 

 
As a school we placed 32nd out of 281 schools who took part 

based on total questions answered. P7K was the best performing 

class, finishing in 89th place out of 1206 classes altogether. This 
year our top performing pupil was Audrey from P7K who answered 

8,832 questions in the allotted 3 hours! This is an incredible 
achievement Audrey, well done! The second-best performance in 

school was by Miles in P5D, followed by Marshall in P5D. Well done 

to everyone who took part. 
 

"I really enjoyed the TTRS competition. I loved seeing myself 
getting higher and higher on our school leaderboard. I hope we do 

more later in the year." Audrey P7K 
 

“I really enjoyed playing against P5, P6 and P7 in my first ever TTRS competition. It was so much fun playing against other 

schools too!” Miles P5D 
 

“I really loved participating in the TTRS competition this week. It helped me with my tables and I enjoyed playing against 
my other school friends.” Marshall P5D 

 

P7 Girls Hockey Blitz at Parkhall Integrated 
On Wednesday 8th October, the P7 girls’ hockey team enjoyed an outstanding day of sport at Parkhall Integrated College. 

Demonstrating excellent teamwork, sharp communication, unwavering determination, and a brilliant attitude; the girls 
dominated the tournament, winning every match they played! 

The dry weather added to the excitement, allowing the girls to focus fully on their game. Their energy and enthusiasm 

were evident from the first whistle to the final goal, with impressive skill shown in every play. Across the blitz, the team 

netted 10 goals and didn’t concede a single one. A remarkable achievement that highlights their strength both in attack and 
defence! 

A big thank you goes to all the parents, grandparents, and staff who came along to support the team. Your encouragement 
helped create a fantastic atmosphere and made the day even more memorable. With this being only their second blitz of 
the season, it’s clear the team is off to a flying start. We can’t wait to see what the rest of the year brings! 

Tournament Results: 

Vs Gracehill PS: 2-0 Win 

Holly Vance (1) Heidi Hassard (1) 
Vs The Thompson 1 PS: 1-0 Win 

Heidi Hassard (1) 

Vs Camphill PS: 2-0 Win 
Heidi Hassard (1) Rosanna McNeilly (1) 

Vs Kells and Connor 2 PS: 3-0 Win 
Heidi Hassard (2) Martha Houston (1) 

Vs Broughshane 2 PS: 1-0 Win 

Heidi Hassard (1) 
Vs Clough 1 PS: 1-0 Win 

Heidi Hassard (1) 
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PTA and School Fundraising Target 

Although our fundraising will be used year on year to maximise school life for your child, our PTA continues to 
work towards a fundraising target for the future. Plans for our new extension are now complete and awaiting 

funding from the Department of Education. We remain hopeful this will commence in the near future and be 

completed within the next few years. As the extension opens, our current mobile classrooms will be removed and 
replaced, if all goes to plan, with a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA). As a school, we have to fund this ourselves and 

we are already well on the way to doing this. Over the next five years, we hope our PTA, along with business 
support, can help us reach our target. So… 

 
Will you join us to run a leg of the Belfast City Marathon in May 2026? 

 

This was a huge success last year and will be even bigger this year! We are almost at 10 teams in next year’s 
marathon, made up of a Fairview staff member team captain and 4 parents or friends. All participants will aim to 

raise as much sponsorship as possible, with all we raise going directly to the MUGA fundraising pot. We would love 
our whole school community to get involved…please don’t be shy and be prepared for Mrs Norris to approach you 

with a clipboard to sign you up – if she hasn’t already!!  

 
 

 

 
 

 

School Safeguarding  
If you have any safeguarding concerns, then the following is the school team: 

  Designated Teacher -    Mrs Norris 
  Deputy Designated Teacher -   Miss Earls 

  Safeguarding Governor -  Mrs Victoria Woodside 

The school’s Safeguarding Policy is available to all parents on the school’s website or from the school office, on 
request. 
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EXTERNAL NEWS 
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