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Diary Dates 

P6 Charity ‘Hot Chocolate and Buns’ sale Friday, 21st November 

ASDA Bag Pack Saturday, 22nd November 

Infant Christmas Concert (P1-P2) Tuesday, 25th November 9:30am 

Wednesday, 26th November 7:00pm 

Junior Christmas Concert (P3-P4) Wednesday, 26th November 9:30am 
Thursday, 27th November 7:00pm 

Junior School (P1-P3) Christmas Dinner Thursday, 27th November 

Grandparents’ Concert (P1-P2) Friday, 28th November 9:30am 

Ballyclare Light Switch On Saturday, 29th November 

Primary 4 Panto Trip Tuesday, 2nd December 

Open Day for Prospective Parents Wednesday, 3rd December 

Senior School (P4-P7) Christmas Dinner Thursday, 4th December 

Christmas Fair  Friday, 5th December 5:30pm 

Christmas Assembly with Ballyclare Presbyterian Church Monday, 8th December 

Senior Christmas Concert (P5-P6) Tuesday, 9th December 9:30am 

Wednesday, 10th December 7:00pm 

Primary 6 Panto Trip Wednesday, 10th December 

Primary 7 Panto Trip Wednesday, 10th December 

Primary 5 Panto Trip Thursday, 11th December 

Primary 1-3 Panto Trip Friday, 12th December 

 

 

Pupils to sit SEAG tests  
Tomorrow and next Saturday, many of our P7 pupils will sit 

their SEAG test. Our pupils are well prepared having worked 
exceptionally hard in the build-up. A familiarisation day at 

Ballyclare High School last Saturday will have settled a few 

nerves! Regardless of outcome, we are immensely proud of 
all our pupils and the efforts they have made.  You are 

nearly there boys and girls!   
 

Parent Questionnaire 
We are currently in Year 3 of our School Development Plan 

and we are starting to review what we have done over the 

past three years and set targets going forward for the next 
School Development Plan which will commence in August 

2026.  To that end, we wish to seek feedback from all 
connected to our school, starting with the parents and 

carers of our wonderful pupils. Your input in reflecting over 

the past three years and in the planning for future 
development will be essential to our growth as a school, 

meeting the needs of the whole school community.   
 

Please use the link below to complete the questionnaire about life in school for your child and for you as a parent/carer. 

This questionnaire should take no more than ten minutes to complete.   
https://forms.gle/9wrddnEDh1msGiuo7 

We greatly appreciate your ongoing partnership with us and your time taken in completing this questionnaire. The last date 
for responses will be Friday 21st November at 12noon. 

 

Friday 12th November 2025 

mailto:nmcallister634@c2kni.net
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Open Day 
As ever, we will be hosting our Open Day on the first Wednesday in December. This year, that will be Wednesday, 3rd 

December. If you have friends, family or neighbours with a child ready to start Primary 1 in September 2026, please let 
them know this date and tell them to keep the morning free. A visit to walk around our school and grounds is the best way 

to find out what our school is all about. Tour places are available to book online, or by contacting the school office.  

There will be a limited number of families on each tour, led by one of our staff members. We encourage you to bring your 
preschool child along, accompanied by a maximum of 2 adults. Please do take a look at our Facebook page and website for 

more details, including our amazing promotional video. We feel it showcases all that is great about Fairview! Do share the 
Open Day posts widely on your own social platforms so the message is seen by the whole Greater Ballyclare 

community…you could even add a comment to encourage some new families to join us in September 2026! It is that 
personal touch that makes all the difference. 

 

Christmas Concerts 
 

P1-P4 Concerts 

There will be a limited number of tickets available for our P1-P4 concerts, these will be sold on a first come first serve 

basis.  The tickets will be available on SchoolMoney under the Shop tab on Friday 14th November at 9:00am.   

 

P5-P6 Concerts 

Tickets for the P5&P6 concerts are available for parents to purchase on SchoolMoney under the Clubs tab (if you haven’t 
already purchased tickets).  There is a maximum purchase of two tickets for each family.  If there are still tickets available 

when everyone has had the opportunity to purchase, extra tickets will go on sale on SchoolMoney on 21st November under 
the Shop tab.  

 

Pupil Christmas Dinner 
Parents/Carers may now order a Christmas Dinner for their child on the School Money app. The P1-P3 Christmas Dinner is 

on Thursday 27th November. The P4-P7 Christmas Dinner is on Thursday 4th December. Both occasions are lovely days and 
I can assure you, the pupils are well fed and looked after!  

 

Please note, canteen will only be available to pupils taking Christmas Dinner on those days. There will be no cooked meals 
for the rest of the school and pupils will need to bring a packed lunch with them (a packed lunch will be provided for Free 

School Meal pupils).  
 

After School Clubs 
In Fairview, we offer a wide range of clubs and it has been really encouraging to see so many of our pupils getting involved 

with these clubs during the first term. The final week for teacher led clubs will be week beginning 17th November (next 

week). External clubs will continue to run based on the dates you have paid for. 
 

AR Success 
Our Accelerated Reader programme in P4-P7 is a hugely popular way to get children reading. Lots of pupils have been 

working on their personal word count targets and have reached the milestones for reading 250,000, 500,000 or 750,000 

words. Well done to Cerys in P6E and to Amelia in P5McC for becoming our most recent word millionaires! 
 

Asda Bag Pack 
We have been selected for an ASDA bag pack session on 22nd November (1pm-4pm). This is a brilliant opportunity to 

showcase school in our community.  
 

If anyone would be free for an hour between 1pm-4pm then please let Mrs Norris know on fnorris303@c2kni.net 

 
Board of Governors Annual Report 

The Annual Report from the Board of Governors is available upon request.  Please contact the school office if you would 
like a copy emailed through. 
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Pupil of the Month 

We have adapted our Pupil of the Month targets this year to reflect our new Core Values in school.  
 

Our target for November will be: 

  
We show: Kindness 

 
Kindness as one of our Core Values is perfect for November, complementing our ‘Being a Good Friend’ week. The Core 

Value is based around treating others as we would like to be treated. All classes will be thinking about what it is to be a 
good friend and talking about ways we can show this as we interact with others in school, and indeed outside of school.   
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Anti Bullying Week – Being a Good Friend! 
This week we celebrated Anti-Bullying Week. The theme this year is ‘Power for Good’ and in school pupils were 

learning how they can embody this message. We had a focus on acts of kindness, as well as encouraging pupils to 
respect themselves, their friends and all the adults around them.   

 

As ever, we did lots of work on how to be a good friend, but also the importance of speaking to a trusted adult if 
they are feeling upset or worried. To see some of our classroom activities and what else we got up to during Anti-

Bullying Week, check out our Facebook page.  

 
Remembrance Day Wreath Laying 
Mr McAllister and Mrs Norris accompanied Charlie and Esmi, two of our P7 pupils, as they laid the wreath on behalf of the 

Governors, Staff and Pupils of Fairview Primary School at the Remembrance Day Service in Ballyclare War Memorial Park 

last Sunday.  Their tribute reminds us all to cherish and remember the sacrifices made for our freedom. 
 

On Monday, Mr Kennedy and some Primary 7 pupils led assemblies telling our pupils about Remembrance Day, why it is 
and remains significant, why we wear a poppy as a symbol of Remembrance and also about some of the men who signed 

up from Ballyclare and the impact they have had on our town. We were delighted to have representatives from the  

local Royal British Legion join us for the senior assembly.     
 

Last week, Primary 6 visited Ballyclare's War Memorial Park, as part of their Forest Schools programme, to commemorate 
the local men and women who had lost their lives in conflict. They looked at all the beautiful poppies and learnt about how 

significant they were. They also took time to look at all the names on the memorials and discussed some key questions 
whilst there.  
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Attendance 
There were a lot of bugs and illness about in October but our overall attendance in school remains high at 96.5%.  Well 

done to all our boys and girls for being such regular attenders. Do try to have your children in school by 8.55am at the 
latest, with doors open from 8.45am.  

 

We know mornings can be a stressful time in many houses but being ready to start class at 8.55am is a valuable routine to 
establish and settles everyone for the day ahead.      

 
I had the pleasure of visiting P7 Mrs Norris this week to present them with their attendance trophy for October, achieving 

an incredible 99.5% attendance.  Well done to P1 Miss Dickson who came second overall and winning the Junior School 
trophy with 98.7%. The Senior School top attenders were P5 Mrs Davis, also with 98.2% attendance. 

 

As you know, if your child is ill, it is right and proper to keep them at home.  Similarly, if your child has been vomiting, 
please keep them at home for 48hours. This reduces the spread of any bugs around their peers and staff.  Please continue 

to let the teacher or office know if you have a child off school.      
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Visit to Mossley Mill for Fairview Ambassadors 
Last Thursday, our Fairview Ambassadors were invited to Mossley Mill to meet the Mayor of Antrim and Newtownabbey, 

Councillor Leah Kirkpatrick. Unfortunately, the Lady Mayor was unable to attend on the day so Councillor Stephen Cosgrove 
stepped in. Councillor Cosgrove welcomed us into the Council Chamber where we learnt a bit about what Antrim and 

Newtownabbey Council do and what the role of a Councillor is. The Deputy Director of Economic Development, Mr Steven 

Norris, gave us some amazing facts about Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough. Did you know: 

• There are 4500 businesses  

• 147 000 people live in our council area 

• We have 40 representatives 

• Antrim and Newtownabbey Borough Council has 651 employees and a budget of over £80 million!    

• Half of that budget is spent on waste! 

Following questions to Councillor Cosgrove, we retired to the Mayor’s chambers for juice and buns. We would like to say a 
huge thank you to Mr Norris and his team for organizing the visit and to Councillor Cosgrove on behalf of the Mayor for 

being so kind to us and giving us so much time. It was very informative and has prepared us for our role as Ambassadors 
in Fairview Primary School.  

By Teddy Scullion, Fairview Ambassador Chairperson  
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C2K Newsdesk Competition Success 
The pupils in P7 recently entered a 'Heroes and Heroines' competition organised by the C2K Newsdesk where they had to 

create an infographic using Adobe about a person, living or dead, that they admired. It could have been someone from 
entertainment or sport, a family member or friend, somebody who had made a big difference to other people, someone 

from history or who impressed them the most.  

After more than 1500 individual entries, several of our pupils were shortlisted to the Top 100 and we are delighted to say 
that Natan Urbanski from Mr Kennedy's P7 class was selected as one of 3 overall winners. This means that Natan and the 

rest of P7K will enjoy a 'Pizza Party' as a prize, kindly sponsored by Adobe. This is a fantastic achievement for Natan and 
we know P7K will definitely enjoy their pizza.  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Children in Need Fundraising 

We have partnered with ASDA this week to raise funds for the 
annual Children in Need charity.  
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Hockey Blitz 
On the 10th November we had two girls’ teams entered into our local Hockey Blitz at Belfast High School.  For a few P6 

players, this was unknown territory as they got to experience their first ever Hockey Blitz!! With a strong warm up and lots 
of shots practised against Emily-Rose and Olivia, the girls were ready to go!  

 

Both teams started off strong with great determination, passes and teamwork. Miss McGookin’s team had a fantastic start 
with Heidi Hassard, Rosanna McNeilly and Martha Houston all finding the back of the net with a 3-0 win over Greenisland 

PS. This continued with Mrs Strong’s team winning 3-0 to Moyle PS. 
 

Overall, Miss McGookin’s team had four wins and one loss throughout the day and Mrs Strong’s team had two wins, two 
draws and one loss. The results from the girls’ commitment were very impressive and the girls showed super 

sportsmanship, keep this up!  

 
We also had fantastic support cheering on the girls and we can’t show our appreciation enough to 

parents/carers/grandparents, especially to those who helped to transport the girls!  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

Miss McGookin’s team 
V Greenisland (W) 3-0 

Heidi Hassard 
Rosanna McNeilly 

Martha Houston  

 
V Carrick Model (W) 1-0 

Heidi Hassard 
 

V Mossley PS (W) 3-0 
Martha Houston  

Heidi Hassard x2 

 
V Ballyclare PS (L) 0-2 

V Eden PS (W) 1-0 
Heidi Hassard  
 

Mrs Strong’s team 
V Thompson - drew 0-0 

V Ballyclare boys - lost 1-0 
V Moyle - won 3-0 

Molly Dickey 
Ada Johnston 

Sadie Hill 

 
V Eden - won 3-0 

Isla Beattie x2 
Molly Dickey 

 

V Carrick Model - drew 0-0 
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Just before the half-term break, the 
senior football team travelled the 
short distance to Dixon Park to 
compete in the inaugural Billy 
Heaney Memorial Tournament. Billy 
was a man who gave many hours of 
voluntary service so that children 
could enjoy sport, and in particular 
football, in the local area.  

In our first group game we played 
Mossley PS. The Fairview boys 
started quickly and almost scored 
from their first corner. A  high ball into 
the box from Jude Forsythe was 
headed narrowly over by Alfie Hamill. 
However, Fairview took the lead soon 
after thanks to a clever through ball 
from Jude Forsythe. Running behind 
the defenders, Alfie slotted the ball 
past the keeper and made it 1-0. Alfie 
doubled the lead a few minutes later. 
Again, a clever reverse pass from 
Jude found Alfie with only the keeper 
to beat and he slotted through his 
legs to make it 2-0. Mossley had a 
couple of chances of their own but 
Jace Watson and Eli Irwin were quick 
to clear the danger. Final Score: 
Fairview 2-0 Mossley 

The next game was against Tildarg PS 
and the boys again began strongly. 
Fairview took the lead in the opening 
minutes through Jude Forsythe after a 
neat square ball from Matthew Leese 
playing on the right. Alfie opened his 
account in this game soon after, 
receiving the ball from Caleb Spiers 
before poking the ball home. Jude 
Forsythe scored the third from a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Matthew Leese corner before Charlie 
McGowan made it 4-0 after an initial 
shot was blocked by the Tildarg 
keeper. Zak Steele in nets made a 
good save from a long ball while Eli 
and Jace remained resolute in 
defence. Isaac Wilson was unlucky to 
see his shot canon off the crossbar 
but the ball fell to the feet of Caleb 
Spiers to scored to make it 5-0. 
However, Isaac did get his goal in the 
final minute. The Tildarg keeper 
blocked Matthew’s initial shot but the 
ball rebounded to Isaac who scored. 
Final Score: Fairview 6 – 0 Tildarg 

Our final group game was against 
Doagh PS. Doagh started brightly and 
could have taken an early lead but for 
an excellent diving save from Zak 
Steele. Chances fell to Alfie Harris 
and Matthew Leese but both efforts 
went wide of the post. Fairview finally 
broke the deadlock thanks to some 
neat passing between Jude Forsythe 
and Matthew Leese. Matthew then 
squared the ball along the goal-line 
for Alfie Harris to tap in at the back 
post. Doagh pushed for an equaliser 
and kept the Fairview defence busy, 
but it was Fairview who scored again. 
This time Jace Watson beat his 
marker on the left before playing a 
quick 1-2 with Jude. Receiving the ball 
back, Jace struck his shot into the 
bottom corner of the net, off the 
defender’s boot to make it 2-0. Final 
Score: Fairview 2 – 0 Doagh 

After a short break it was time for the 
semi-final matches and we were  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

drawn against Ballyclare PS. This was 
a very tight game with both teams 
winning their respective groups. 
Chances fell to both teams early but 
Ballyclare took the lead due to an 
unfortunate deflection from Jace in 
defence. His attempted clearance 
from a long ball sliced off the outside 
of his foot and past the keeper to 
make it 1-0. Fairview rallied and 
pushed hard for an equaliser which 
came from the reliable partnership 
between Jude Forsythe and Alfie 
Harris. Jude once more beat his 
marker and slid the ball through for 
Alfie to equalise, striking ball past the 
Ballyclare keeper to make it 1-1. Soon 
after, following a Ballyclare corner, 
the ball was adjudged to have struck 
a Fairview player’s hand and a 
penalty was awarded by the referee 
which was dispatched into the back 
of the net to make it 2-1. Fairview 
once again pushed hard for a late 
equaliser but as chances fell to Jude, 
Matthew, Isaac and Alfie, the 
Ballyclare defence and goalkeeper 
made a series of excellent blocks and 
interceptions. Ballyclare wrapped 
the game up with a minute left on 
theclock. The striker picked up a long 
ball behind the Fairview defence 
before slotting beyond the keeper’s 
legs. Final Score: Fairview 1-3 
Ballyclare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our final game of the day was the 
3rd/4th place playoff where we met 
Mossley PS again. This time Mossley 
started well and played some 
excellent football. Eli Irwin and Jace 
Watson made some timely 
interventions and Zak Steele in nets 
was alert to make two super saves 
early on. Alfie saw his shot go wide 
and Jude was unlucky to see his strike 
well saved. Neat passing from the 
Fairview boys continued to create 
chances but the Mossley keeper was 
equal to everything we created. 
However, the deadlock was broken 
fortuitously when a long, hopeful ball 
from Jude in midfield was spilled by 
the otherwise brilliant goalkeeper to 
the feet of Alfie. Alfie made no 
mistake and struck the ball low and 
hard into the net to open the scoring. 
With only a couple of minutes left 
Fairview doubled their lead thanks to 
Alfie Harris again. A super through 
ball from Matthew Leese released 
Alfie to run beyond the defenders and 
slip the ball past the Mossley keeper. 
Final Score: Fairview 2-0 Mossley. 

We would like to say a word of thanks 
to Stephen Blair from Coaching for 
Christ for organising the tournament 
and to Ballyclare Primary School for 
their kind invitation to take part. Also, 
a huge congratulations goes to 
Ballyclare PS as the overall 
tournament winners. 
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EXTERNAL NEWS 

 

     Valley Juniors Netball Club – Primary Training 

Our primary group is open to all children interested in learning and playing netball in a fun, supportive environment. 

        When: Tuesday evenings, 6.00–6.45pm 

      Where: Valley Leisure Centre 

 

Come along and join us next Tuesday to give it a try! 
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