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Diary Dates 

Flu vaccination 2 Monday, 13th October 

P7RK Sentry Hill visit Monday, 13th October 

P7FN Sentry Hill visit Tuesday, 14th October 

Individual and Family photos Wednesday, 15th and Thursday 16th October 

Billy Heaney Memorial Football Competition Wednesday, 15th October 

Primary 6 Forest School Day 1 Friday, 17th October 

P7 DH Sentry Hill visit Friday, 17th October 

Fairview Pumpkin Patch Saturday, 18th October 

Parent Teacher Interviews w/b 20th October 

Crown Jesus puppets visit Thursday, 23rd October 

PTA Half Term Disco  Thursday, 23rd October 

School finishes for half term break (2pm) Friday, 24th October 2:00pm 

School returns following half term break Monday, 3rd November 

Infant Christmas Concert (P1-P2) Tuesday, 25th November 9:30am 
Wednesday, 26th November 7:00pm 

Junior Christmas Concert (P3-P4) Wednesday, 26th November 9:30am 

Thursday, 27th November 7:00pm 

Grandparents’ Concert (P1-P2) Friday, 28th November 9:30am 

Open Day for Prospective Parents Wednesday, 3rd December 

Christmas Fair  Friday, 5th December 5:30pm 

Senior Christmas Concert (P5-P6) Tuesday, 9th December 9:30am 
Wednesday, 10th December 7:00pm 

 

Open Day 
As ever, we will be hosting our Open Day on the first Wednesday in December. This year, that will be Wednesday, 3rd 

December. If you have friends, family or neighbours with a child ready to start Primary 1 in September 2026, please let 
them know this date and tell them to keep the morning free. A visit to walk around our school and grounds is the best way 

to find out what our school is all about. Tour places will be available to book online from Friday 24th October, or by 
contacting the school office.  

 

After School Clubs 
In Fairview, we offer a wide range of clubs and it has been really encouraging to see so many of our pupils getting involved 

with these clubs over the last weeks. The teacher led clubs are now finished until after half term, when there will be three 
more weeks before clubs stop for all our Christmas events. External clubs will continue to run based on the dates you have 

paid for. 

 
Pupil of the Month 

Mr McAllister was delighted to visit assemblies and classrooms earlier this month to present some of our wonderful pupils  
with the Pupil of the Month certificate, sticker and pencil. We adapted our Pupil of the Month targets this year to reflect our  

new Core Values in school.  

 
Our target for September was: We are: Inclusive  

 
Inclusive is our first Core Value and is based around everyone being a valued and welcomed member of our whole school 

community. Staff were looking for pupils who welcomed new members to their class, who embodied what it is to be a good 
friend in the playground when someone needed a buddy or who looked out for the quieter members of their class when 

doing group work. As ever, this was a tough choice for all the teachers. Take a look at our Facebook page for pictures of all 

our recipients. The target for October is ‘Building Independence’ and this has been discussed in classrooms, with teachers 
sharing what they are looking for. 

Friday 10th October 2025 
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Attendance 

We have had a strong start back to school with overall 
attendance for August and September at 97.3%. Well done to all 

our boys and girls for being such regular attenders. Do try to 

have your children in school by 8.55am at the latest, with doors 
open from 8.45am. We know mornings can be a stressful time in 

many houses but being ready to start class at 8.55am is a 
valuable routine to establish and settles everyone for the day 

ahead.    
   

I had the pleasure of visiting P2 Ms Jordan last week to present 

them with their attendance trophy for August/September, 
achieving an incredible 99.5% attendance.  Well done to P3 Miss 

McGookin who were top Junior School attenders with 98.8%. Our 
top attending Senior School class was P6 Miss Earls achieving 

98.8% attendance.    

 
As you know, if your child is ill, it is right and proper to keep them 

at home.  Similarly, if your child has been vomiting, please keep 
them at home for 48hours. This reduces spread of any bugs 

around their peers and staff.  Please continue to let the teacher 
or office know if you have a child off school.    
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Parent Teacher Interviews  
Our Parent Teacher Interviews will commence next week, with the majority being week beginning 20th October. Notes with 

your allocated time have now been sent home. We would ask you to do your very best to be available for the meeting or 
call, but if the time doesn’t suit, then please contact the teacher to have it rescheduled at a mutually convenient time.  

 

Pupils will leave school early on Tuesday 21st, Wednesday 22nd and Thursday 23rd October to facilitate the interviews.  
 

• P1 - 3 pupils will start to leave from 12.15pm  

• P4 & 5 pupils will leave at 12.25pm  

• P6 & 7 pupils will leave at 12.30pm  

Please make sure that all pupils are collected promptly on these days. Thank you. 

 
Finishing for Half Term 

The last day of this half term, Friday 24th October, will be non-uniform. We will use this as an opportunity to support a 

charity which has been an invaluable support to us in school. Transforming Lives for Good, or TLG as it is known, is run 
through Glenabbey Church and provides a coaching service for pupils who would benefit in our school, as well as other 

local schools. We already have a large number of pupils who have benefited from this support and we look forward to 
working with TLG going forward. We are asking for a voluntary donation of £1 from all pupils for our non-uniform day on 

Friday, 24th October. Your support with this would be greatly appreciated.   
 

Please note, school will be closed to pupils from Monday, 27th October to Friday, 31st October inclusive. We hope our pupils 

enjoy a well earned break after a busy start to another school year. 
 

A few reminders… 
In Fairview, our pupils are always at the centre of all we do. We need to keep them safe and we need your help with a few 

matters: 

• We have noticed a number of products containing nuts being sent in lunchboxes. Please avoid this, even 

if you are not aware of a nut allergy in your child’s class.  We have a large number of pupils with nut 

allergies in school and we need to limit the risk of exposure to nut products 

• I continue to hear from staff and receive correspondence from concerned parents and residents about 

parking at both Merion and Hillmount Avenue. Cars should not be parked on double yellow lines at any 

time (that includes the turning circle at the front gate). Please avoid parking on kerbs/footpaths as these 

need to be clear for pupils to walk on safely to and from school. Where possible, consider walking to 

school or car sharing   

• There continues to be parents entering the school grounds for drop off and pick up. Just last week, a 

child on a bike was almost knocked down as a parent reversed out having parked in the school grounds. 

We kindly request that no parents drive in through the front gates at any time 

• Dogs should not be on the school site, even if they are held or on a lead. 

Can I also remind parents about uniform. We try to keep uniform costs to a minimum and the smart appearance of our 

pupils is always something commented upon by visitors:  

 

• Please ensure pupils are in white school shirts. Polo shirts are not part of our uniform 

• Girls should be in white knee length socks or navy tights (not grey) 

We have a huge amount of lost property organised into boxes at the front entrance of school, including a range of very 
expensive coats. If you are missing any items, please come and claim them. Items left after half term will go to our 

clothing collection, or to anyone in our school community who could make use of them. Thank you for your cooperation.  
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Hockey Blitz for P7 girls at Belfast High School 
The P7 hockey team had an unforgettable experience at their very first blitz of 2025! The girls played with incredible 

determination, teamwork and positive attitudes! Out of seven matches, they won four, drew two, and only lost one—a 
fantastic achievement for their debut outing. 

 

The weather couldn’t have been better, with bright sunshine and blue skies making the day even more enjoyable for 
everyone involved. The girls’ energy and enthusiasm were matched only by their skill on the pitch, and they should all be 

extremely proud of themselves. With fantastic play made amongst the girls, they were able to score a total of 12 goals 
across the blitz! 

 
A huge thank you goes out to all the parents/grandparents and teachers who came along to support the team. Your 

encouragement and presence made a real difference and helped create such a positive atmosphere. We’re already looking 

forward to the rest of the year, with many more blitzes and matches ahead. If this first event is anything to go by, it’s 
going to be an amazing season! 

 
Tournament Results: 

Vs Carrickfergus Model PS Team 1: 1-0 Win 

Heidi Hassard 
 

Vs Seaview PS: 5-0 Win 
Heidi Hassard (2) Rose Livingstone (1) Rosanna McNeilly (2) 

 
Vs Whitehead PS: 1-0 Win 

Heidi Hassard (1) 

 
Vs Carrickfergus Model PS Team 2: 3-1 Win 

Rosanna McNeilly (1) Heidi Hassard (2) 
 

Vs Ballynure PS: 0-2 Loss 

 
Vs Moyle PS: 1-1 Draw 

Heidi Hassard (1) 
 

Vs Eden PS 1-1 Draw 

Holly Vance (1) 
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PTA and School Fundraising Target 
Although our fundraising will be used year on year to maximise school life for your child, our PTA continues to 

work towards a fundraising target for the future. Plans for our new extension are now complete and awaiting 

funding from the Department of Education. We remain hopeful this will commence in the near future and be 
completed within the next few years. As the extension opens, our current mobile classrooms will be removed and 

replaced, if all goes to plan, with a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA). As a school, we have to fund this ourselves and 
we are already well on the way to doing this. Over the next five years, we hope our PTA, along with business 

support, can help us reach our target. So… 
 

Will you join us to run (or walk) a leg of the Belfast City Marathon in May 2026? 

 
This was a huge success last year and can be even bigger this year! We want to enter 10 teams in next year’s 

marathon, made up of a Fairview staff member team captain and 4 parents or friends. All participants will pay a 
£25 entry fee and then aim to raise as much sponsorship as possible, with all we raise going directly to the MUGA 

fundraising pot. We would love our whole school community to get involved…please don’t be shy and be prepared 

for Mrs Norris to approach you with a clipboard to sign you up!! Look out for more details coming out on our 
Fairview Facebook page over the next couple of weeks. 

 
 

 
 
 

Harvest Assembly 
As a school community, we like to think about others at this Harvest time. Can we say a huge thank you to all the families 

who supported our collection of items for the local foodbank over the last couple of days. We passed all these items on to 
Newtownabbey Foodbank today at our Harvest Assembly, led by Phil from Christian Education Fellowship. 
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Restart a Heart Live 
Last Wednesday, our P7 pupils took part in a Guinness World Record attempt organised by the Scottish Ambulance Service. 

The 'Restart a Heart' initiative aimed to have as many people trained in lifesaving CPR as possible, an essential skill that 
can double the chance of survival for someone experiencing an out-of-hospital cardiac arrest. This initiative is incredibly 

important, as every year there are more than 1400 out-of-hospital cardiac arrests in the NI, and sadly, less than 1 in 10 

people survive.  
 

Thanks to this event, our pupils now know what to do in an emergency situation, have had the chance to practise CPR on 
one of our Resusci Anne dolls and have also discussed how a defibrillator works.  

 
If you are interested in finding out more about CPR and other potentially life-saving skills, then please access 

www.resus.org.uk/public-resource/how-do-cpr 
 

  
 
Half Term Disco 

One of the most popular events on the school calendar, the Half Term Disco, is fast approaching! 

Please note, it is on a Thursday evening again this year – your child will get a note home with further details next week. 
You can see the times for each session on the poster. We are also offering a Sensory Disco for pupils in school who find the 

crowd and noise in the hall too much. This will run in advance of the whole school discos, from 5.15pm -5.35pm.   
 

Pupils are very welcome to come in fancy dress and we always look forward to seeing a range of costumes on the evening! 

Thanks to all those members of the PTA and our own staff members who will be facilitating the disco. We couldn’t run the 
evening without you!   

 
Friday 24th October will be a non-uniform day in school as we finish for half term, with a £1 donation suggested for each 

child going towards ‘Transforming Lives for Good’, a charity through Glenabbey Church which supports 7 of our own pupils 
(and many more over the last few years) with life coaching and support. 

 

School Safeguarding  
If you have any safeguarding concerns, then the following is the school team: 

  Designated Teacher -    Mrs Norris 
  Deputy Designated Teacher -   Miss Earls 

  Safeguarding Governor -  Mrs Victoria Woodside 

The school’s Safeguarding Policy is available to all parents on the school’s website or from the school office, on 
request. 
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Primary 6 Visits to NI War Memorial Museum 

Primary 6 enjoyed three fantastic days out visiting the NI War Memorial Museum in Belfast. Our pupils got their hands on 
many different artefacts from WW2 and even got the chance to dress up in various uniforms from the 1940s. Each class 

really impressed the leaders with their knowledge on the Home Front topic they have been studying this term. 

 

                        
 
Appointment of House Captains and Deputies 

A huge congratulations to our new House Captains and Vice-Captains; Lily Andrews and Max Colgan (Cogry), Leah Ewart 
and Audrey Okoye (Collin), Heidi Hassard and Noah Hill (Rashee) and Arabella Duffy and Emily-Rose Lennon (Ollar).  

We would like to wish the House Captains the very best in their new roles, we know they will make wonderful leaders who 

will encourage and support their fellow house mates throughout the rest of the year. We look forward to hearing their 
ideas for future house competitions and seeing these take place during the school year. May the best House win!   
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EXTERNAL NEWS 
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